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Exhibit A 
Conditions of Authorization 

Obsidian Mines 
USDA Forest Service 

Warner Mountain Ranger District 
Modoc National Forest  

Modoc County, California  
Rainbow Mine Sections 12 and 13, Township 46 North, Range 14 East,  

Pink Lady Mine Section 31, Township 45 North, Range 15 East,  
Needles Area Section 12, Township 45 North, Range 14 East,  

Middle Fork Davis Creek Section 26, Township 45 North, Range 14 East, D.M.  

 
THE PERMIT AUTHORIZES THE COLLECTING OF A MAXIMUM OF TWO 5-

GALLON BUCKETS OF OBSIDIAN FROM FOUR DESIGNATED AREAS. 
 
Pursuant to USDA FOREST SERVICE CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF MINERAL MATERIALS, FS-
2800-9 (V. 10/2014), Sec. 1. Contract area, these Conditions of Authorization are attached to and made 
part of all free use permits for the collection of obsidian from the Warner Mountain District’s designated 
collecting areas. The permittee understands that this contract provides for the collection of government-
owned and managed mineral material.  This permit is for the collecting of obsidian under the Materials 
Act of July 31, as amended, and other applicable laws as stated in 36 CFR 228 Subpart C. 
 
This permit and activities hereunder are subject to all applicable Federal statutes and regulations and State 
and local laws. In case of conflict, Federal statutes and regulations shall take precedence. None of the 
terms or conditions of this permit may be varied or modified, except for unilateral modifications by the 
Forest Service and/or BLM. If through monitoring unanticipated impacts occur, or there are changes in 
laws, regulation or policy, the FS may be required to modify or add additional conditions to the permit.   
 
This free use permit authorizes the collecting of obsidian for personal use only and may not be sold, 
traded, or bartered (36 CFR 228.57(d)).  
 
The removal of of obsidian from the designated lands described in Exhibit B (Middle Fork, Needles, Pink 
Lady, and Rainbow) is subject to conditions listed herein, and is granted to the individual permittee 
whose signature appears on the permit and on page 3 of the permit.    
 
We recommend bringing weather appropriate clothing, leather gloves, closed toe shoes, wide brimmed 
hat, heavy bag or bucket, spray bottle of water, water to drink, snacks, sunscreen, and bug repellent. 
 
The permittee agrees to abide by the following conditions: 
 
THE PERMIT 
 
This permit is automatically revoked when road conditions deteriorate so that ruts greater than 3 inches 
occur or the area is closed to the public (such as fire related closures). 
 
Authorization is in effect for the day identified on the permit. Permits without an expiration date are 
invalid. 
 
This permit authorizes collecting a total volume of two (2) 5-gallon buckets of obsidian from any of 
the four (4) designated areas shown on the map in Exhibit B.  
 
The permittee must have this permit, including Exhibits A and B, in their possession when collecting or 
transporting/hauling obsidian.  
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Permittees must be in compliance with all other regulations governing the National Forest including 
closure orders and fire restrictions. The Forest Service reserves the right to unilaterally revoke this permit 
if permittee is not in compliance with the terms and conditions or when revocation is in the public’s 
interest. This includes closure orders.  
 
Law enforcement and monitors will check for compliance. This includes validating the volume of 
obsidian collected.   
 
ARRIVING AT THE SITE 
 
Motorized vehicles are not authorized for use off of existing roads unless those areas, such as designated 
parking areas, are open to the public. The permittee is required to park vehicles in a manner that does not 
block traffic or impede fire and emergency vehicles.  
 
Collecting may not begin until the ½ hour before sunrise and everyone must be off the site by ½ hour 
after sunset.  

 
The permittee may not reserve a working area in advance of the day stated in the permit or hinder access 
for other collectors.  
 
EXPIRATION OF THE PERMIT 
 
The permit expires ½ hour after sunset of the termination date stated in the permit regardless if the 
maximum volume of two (2) 5-gallon buckets of obsidian is collected.  
 
The permit expires when maximum quantity of obsidian is collected regardless of the time of day.  
 
COLLECTING OBSIDIAN 
 
Only manual methods are authorized for collecting obsidian: hand tools such as picks, shovels, trowels, 
pry-bars, or screwdrivers may be used for excavation. Use of water for hydraulic digging is prohibited, 
as are cranes or other vehicle-mounted devices. It is also prohibited to use chemicals, including 
surfactants (such as dish soap). A spray bottle of water is okay and will identifying good material. 
 
It is prohibited to dig into tree root systems, or cut standing live or dead trees. These activities can 
result in a citation being issued. The trees do not make it easier to dig nor do they create the colors of 
obsidian itself. 
 
Overburden must be removed and replaced in a safe manner. The creation of over hanging banks, 
tunnels, or arches is prohibited and can result in the closure of the collecting area. 
 
Excavations are restricted to the active area identified on the maps in Exhibit B and within the boundary 
signs. 
  
Only one hole can be dug at a time and must be backfilled before starting a new hole or leaving the site.  

 
Processing of obsidian is prohibited on the National Forest. Please remember obsidian is also called 
volcanic glass and will break in the same manner as manufactured glass.  
 
Leaving the Site 
 
The permitee is required to backfill all of their excavations before leaving the site.  
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All personal property must be removed from the National Forest before leaving the site and/or before the 
permit expires ½ hour after sunset, whichever comes first. This includes any garbage.  
 
Other – To be a considerate and safe visitor to these sites: 
 
Human waste must be buried at least 6 inches in soil a minimum of 250 feet outside the 
boundary of the permit area and a minimum of 200 feet from any water source.   
 
Camping and fires are not allowed in or around the collecting areas. 
 
Dogs must always be kept on leashes in and under control, not running freely around the 
collecting area. Not everyone, including children, are comfortable around dogs, no matter how 
goofy or friendly. Cleaning up after your dog is mandatory. Shard of obsidian can be very sharp, 
bringing any pet on the sites could results in injuries. 
 
Please remember… 

 
PACK IT IN AND PACK IT OUT 

 
The continuation of the availability of free use permits to collect obsidian at the 
designated sites is dependent on users complying with all regulations and 
conditions.  
 
Operating Plan Acceptance 
 
By signing the permit, I acknowledge that I have reviewed and agreed to comply with all 
conditions in the permit, Exhibit A, and Exhibit B.  I understand that failure to comply with these 
conditions can result in citation and denial of future permits. 
 

 


